BRITAIN ATTACKS IN WESTERN DESERT, DECEMBER 10, 1940
The British Mediterranean Fleet and the Royal Air Force are,
of course, co-operating closely with the Army. British warships
have bombarded the various coastal positions involved in the
fighting, including particularly Maktila and Sidi Barrani. Some
details of the air action have been received. On the 8th a heavy
attack was made by our bombers on the enemy aerodrome at
Benghazi, where about 25 tons of bombs were dropped effectively
on hangars and among aircraft. On the same night air attacks
were made on the Italian advanced aerodromes in prelude to the
morning's action ; and throughout yesterday our bombers con-
tinuously harassed the Italian advanced aerodromes, while our
fighter aircraft, in which Hurricane squadrons are conspicuous,
made low-flying machine-gun attacks on enemy troops and motor
transport, causing substantial loss.